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Bmilt aa the ruins of a fifteenth-cen-
tury meonastery, this chifside hotel has
an ancient wing with former monk
cells ;lﬂull. but with Im mruch charac-
er™ a neoclasical wing with langer
quarters All are serviced By “very mioe
#lall.” The cloisters remain o place of
conbemplatson, and the gardens survey
Mlaunt [E:ru. Anthen Releitorio serves
Sicillian fure; the new Principe Cerami has
o M ediferranean menu

SX53; 108 room; poal: PO0R2-6T10T;
whi fit: B].

Grand Hotel Excelsior Vittoria,
At
DELEOR1081,7895.50%.9
Brl
With “aserene seiting " smon g citrus and
clive groves off the town square, 1his
hatel has been in the hands ol the same
fumily simce il opencd in 183, Traver-
time Boors amd Asian rugs supply “an
elegant &nd farmal feel ™ Some find the
silk and gilding in the rooms dated, but
others love the "grand amblence. ™ Cock-
lails are served on a colenasded patio
overlooking the harbor, with Naples and
Miownt Viesuwius in the distance,
SEES; 86 rovmu; pool; F0-081 807 044,
el S e L CovmL
Huotel Yenlce
5100851 85789952 988.1
B&.0
The setting on Gisdecea Island, across the
lagoon from the main pan of the city, i
“a high point.” as is the “astounding poal.” “Excel.
bemt cocktails are to be expecied,” since the howels
fousder isvented the Bellini The besd roomas are in ik
filbeenth-century Palazzo Vendramin. The dinisg 1e1-
e “juts oul over L waler like the prow of aship,”
S33%; 103 roomu temeis, posl, spa: 004153078,
hotedcipriond com; 5]
Luna Hetel Baglioni, Venics
@O INNTES 55912
Having sheltered the Knights Templars in 1118, 1his
hoied jusd off the Piarea Sam Moo is replete with “O6d
World style™: antique furniture, Murano crysial chan-
defiers, and eighteenth-cenbury Tizpolio frescoes. Guest
roms, some wilh bakon e overlooking the Grand Ca-
nal, have fabric-covered walls, “heverious drmpes.” and
nodeworibny beds: "' couldn’t wait 1o pet Buck 1o/ 1be bo-
1l b e down™ “iracious, charming siafl™ a1 Canova
werve tradhisonal Veneto and internaisonal colsine
SE55; 109 rovoes; 3004 - 5280840,
wine feglionifonels o
Westin Europa & Regina, Venlon
PELIOR0.087].2@05 19852 828
“Splange on a room fecing the Grasd Canal® at this
mevclassical Botel just steps foom ik Plaera San Marco,
Gu:; fooos, which are in five eighieenth- and mine-
leenth-oenlury houses restored with generous
af marble and Memnso glass, vary from “ th:Tinfﬁ
i meed ol wark™ 1o “grand Venetn siyle " La Cuosing
serves clnssic— bl pricey™ —pogional dishes,
S33%; TAS roswms; FO-04 1 -240-0001 ;
WS L OO RO AT N
Hotel Bauer & Baver |l Palazzo, Venice
IO SN E@TI2 705
S35 IO rowwms; 004150 0. F022:

Hotel Danieli, Yenlos
STIOTILAOT.SSMIDELL 10,7
L5355 233 roorm; Y004 15335480
hoswrpeilec o comddaniel

Hotel Gritt Palace, Venice
ST25076 5075908858797 70,7
S555; 1 rooma; 30041 -TOSS 1T

starwosd comilgritipalore

Londra Palace, Venice
@TBIOEIEOTEAOMT@TI.1 814
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555, 53 roowma; P8-S 20-05138:
wyncorefiomilng cows

Westin Excelsior, Yenice Lido

@91.ECETETLSET.ES 750 810
This 1908 Moorish-style hatel wilh a pool and =
pri'rllt beach, popalar dering the Film Festival, is
“a refage from the busy strests acroe the kgoon.”
In guest rooms, arabesque anckes frame doorways
und windows, which have views of Venice, the Adn-
atlg, of a counyard garden. In summees, watch ihe
mpan rise while sevaring seafood on the beach at
La Terrazzn, the “most romantic setting in the mest
romantic city.”
S555 M7 roome; ol renniy, pool beach; 0041 52d=
00T weat i covlerer et i

MOMNACO
Hétel de Paris, Monte Carlo

79205000573 89%.4@57.0 86.0
Panoramas of the city and sea, particularly from
Le Céié Jandin restaurant, make this 1864 Belle Ep-
oque resom s slandoul. " Guests praise the 4040, 000
boatle wine eellar and the tunnel to the casino—=it%s
right cut of & James Bond movie.™ Damask, ioile,
and thick carpet or Hengarian cak parguet kit ous
musl ronmnes, thowgh s few are mun-down and oddly
shaped.”

EE55; FOJ rooms; paal, spa,

wirler sponty 37780 =300

Hatel Monmte Carlo

@971 EYo0.5 000 @ 100 S99 740
This “lovely Belle Epoque Cld World hotel” over-
laoking the port and just a few blocks from the prin-
cipality’s shops and casino carns a perfect Location
score. Rosms—imcluding 51 added in 2004 —masry
historical frieres and cornices with contemporany
furmishings. Stafl handle special requests “prompthy
and casily, even if you have a kot of them.™ The Mi-
chelin-starved Le Visinmar is decorated to resemble
# luxury boat and comtinues the thems with i1 “faba-
lous, very fresh seafvod. ™
.ts.t.t::mm.-pm.
BIOENCTTOTERAL Cov,
POLAMD
Lz Royal Meridien Bristol, Warsaw
@91 36078.3 89318955899 59.4
Owverlooking the Presidentzal Palace (making it a

NEPFS k) Bl ek
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favorie of poliical visitors, incleding
Jacqoes Chirae and Margaret Thaich-
er) and a strofl from the Old Town and
the business disirici [s thds “pargeous,
beautifully restored 1899 An Nouveay
hodel.” “'Well-irnined staff™ keep the kob-
Iby's wiriped marble floor and decorntive
ceiling gleaming. Ceemeroas-sized rooens
hawee "very combartable beds ™ Epicureans
rave: mhowt Malisowa’s “famtastic French
d.i.u.nl.-_rl' and the Café Bristol’s Viennese

pastries.
5555, 205 roonu; pool; #8-22-351 [T

FORTUGAL

Hotel Quinta do Lllﬂ. Alparye
S76.900 505058921871
BO.B
S853; 41 roomu: pofl bennix, poal, 5pa,
wirker spawis, Beack; 351-280- 1503 50;
wwnzharelpuinradolapn coms B
Four Seasons Hotel the Ritx,
Lisbon
SR obpeofERETIIBTIY
Ta.A
SR55: 282 rovers; poad, spar 351-20-387-

783, fourseoson. comlTisbon; B,

Lapa Palace, Lisbon

@871 6931 80,08 58,6

@800 79.9

l.l:!:!. J0#8 Foien; M#FJ! -
B8 lapapalace. com; B

Tivoli Palicio de Seceals, Sintra

S76.9 03408 76.0992.0887.583.2

“An Cld World palace with modemn plumbéng.” ikis

eighteenith-century strectune is in o UNESCO Workd

Heritage town Between 1he mountains and the sea,

Stafl impress: “The desk clerk even give me Portu-

guese lessons ™ Fruoit, fowers, nsd port in (be rooms

nsake gocsts feel at home among the restored fnes-

oocs and period Mumiture. The restnarant Pasosasmle

serves Poriugese dishes “modified to amy tasie,”

35 Mrooms: golfl fennix, poal- 350215215500

tivndih feti cavei,

RUSS 1A
' Grand Hotel Europe, St Petersburg

SELEOTTIBTI IO @ER6 818
Carclully preserved stnined glnss skylights, fine
maddings, intricately patterned wallpaper, and waod-
pansled walls decorate this 1825 landmark with An
Deecos intersor Localed down the sireet from several
concert hally, the hotel has “good-sived rooms" with
heated tile hathroom Boors. L' Ewfape serves French
cuisine; Rossi's, lializn, “S1all are quick and ex-
nremily “efficient
5555 .mmu, -1 232000005
e gramlbolelrnrope comy B

SCOTLAMD

Gleneagles Hotel, &uchoerarder

@59.4001. 50851 GET.0S978 s

This S0-year-old country house botel is “one of the

mosd fabulous pleces on earth.” Las year, archery

and air-rifle shooting were sdded 1o the lnewp of

mnm mr::lm' hnmhﬁl-:ﬁndmu.h aff-raad driv-

ing, fishing. and croquet. are chipper and very

gosnd a1 what (bey do.™ = Luzuarious, phesh rocms™ are

“big enough lar my whale football team.™ Diineer ag

the Michefin-starred Andrew Fairlie a1 Gleneagles

conssis off “delighifial French foed.™

SE555; 201 roome; golf, femeiy, poad, gpa; Sd-463-8774;
oo B

The Balmaral, Edinburgh

PEADTTIBTLISNS SBEII 800

E555; ISF room; pool, spa; dde ) 3] 5582414,

rhebalmoradborel com; B

Inverlochy Castle Hatel, Fort William

SE6400] 30957826895, 204
“Ciuests feel like povalty™ @ this mineteenth-century
castle, converied to @ boted in 19599, The reoms ane

57



