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With superb
VIBWS across the
Bay of Naplesto ™
simmering Mount
Vesuvius, sorrento
~.“wasatopspot ¢ -
for 19th-century
tourists. Start here
tor a delicious taste
of the past, says

Helen Thomas
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CQUALITY TIME

Tha spectacular coast route
Sorg the mooky shorsline south of Sorrento, The
Costisra Amalfitana klows o fatsing rmad of
harpe Dends et clings 1o he Gl iores, Wil vorlicsl
drops inbo the a3 1o one eida, The wilas of frarich
ard farmous fine e route; armong therm, the holiday
emcara of Sophis Loren and Fuadoiph Muesyesy's
privaie hdeawey 8 ey eland off the onest

Tha g passes though Positano and &malfi
witech, nol g Ao, weas onhy ooiss by Dol
2Ll on the cif=ide, Poditano sossme 0 il
Siragy meo the sea, i coniett-coloured viles
vty on (he Hilsde, ASer 1ha Second World Wer
T dcvtars veias P 100 glrisshs: e wetiler s, Brmcndg
IheEm Johin besnbeck, Dol today B an e Ses
mesrt for the wealthy, Stesp sleps ined with
faou i run (ot e bown, Folow themute
ST 10 8 Ny Deach and oLl e resarcied with
cafhs saning delicious cofles end pelsto
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enbirg Medserrenean until 1570, Today, Amalfi's
rghficgits nciocks tha Dhioims Sant Ancne, &
ComiNaROn of safly (Gothic and Moorsh 8- cLEw pid
with @ barooue inedorn, Bnd s Musso defia Carta
Eurdpe's aldes workng papes rmill

A hal hour o inkard 15 Bavello, & hil-lop
Liowa with Vooneh nums al inspied Veoner 1o
write his opam Pamsta. Tha Vila Climbmone s oma
ol Havellss main afrachons, Thess daniirs wing
I3 out Dy Lo Gamitharpe, Who wes responaible
far thix deesgn of Big Ben. Ha fled the iermaces wilh
ol walswins, classacanl sintues mnd busts. A
plaques Bis us The was snere Ciela Garbo sEpe
when hding from Holkssood with her iover, the
clrdicior Conrl Lishipois Sioxcmwsko A1 1His tar
e of the gandan- i 10 g hignl of Rl e
Terrana ol Infrety 15 a motiop behveders lined wih
rmartle figures overlcoldrg a 11,0008 dop o hil-iop
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Traveller's notes
Booking o holiday
HEA, traedlliad wilh Aoly
apaclaist CRalE, 1o sl &l
the tree-star Grard Holel
Excalias V#thoria in Somerio;
prices fram £1, 205 per
parmon fora sevan-nighd glay
[in high sessan}, including
Mighis. Call 020 8686 5533
it v ol lea oo Lk
ARernaknehy, #y cirect ta
MNap s wilh sase el
YA, Baa L coi). The
Excaisior Vittoria can ba
soriacted directy on 00 36
087 30T 10 44; worey. st in. i
Trvealling around
Three day’s car hirm wah
Hifday Aics from Manles
arpan gtars fram £110
inoiuding taxas, insurance
Call GBTO 400 000
Bl o bake away
Somordto, Amall § Cand by
Julinn Topatt (Sunficosr
Baooks, 9,080, & ussful
walking and tourng gpuile,
inclisding whers to plonic
Mare infarmation: Vel
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Pommpetl and Herouloneum, wns g Mesisant stop for
travedlers on Lhe last beg of the Grond Touwre. Apd wap
dering throwgh these ancien bnes, past 19h-eentury
sprnmer residenees mnd istorse holels, s sl ‘D ek
inta the wordd of redaxed tourism when sristocrls
trvelled Ewrope b seanch of intellectusl refinement

Cind such resting place s Uwe Grand Hotel Exeelsiog
Vil winch openod to trevellers [ 15530, 56t off the
bmustling mindn segisre, ik 3 a tranguil rebrest, approached
throwggh o tummes] of olive and oroge ees ond deco-
rater] with enormous urns at s enlsines. Frsments of
palsars n the pork come from Emperor Aogisios's
summer ¥kl which) onee sat oo this vwery spotl,

[he imberkor is equally mpressive, A seres of sibons
with lush decor and trompe Poedl csilings, again poinled
wikh clwerife, s on fooan Assembly Boom, whiere e
Emperors of Austra and the erovwned hesds of Sweden
probahly crossed paths with the lkes ol Wistmer, Viend
af Dainas, Kimg Edward V1T stoved sees in 18700

Dhespite ita Elestfous past, the hotel, which has
belonged Eo the Fliorentina family for our gemerns
lons, retains & friendly Teel, Loea Fiorenting s
devoled hersell o the safekeeping of this Yictonar
el EIrg. .||-.'|..|I.|||.: Lhe fecepbly reslored staipcase.
where [rescoes representing the four sensons b
been recreated, The Palm Court salomn s filled sl
npproprinte antiques; ceramic Boor liles from Vietri:
1tHh-cenbury muerquetry furmiture made by Somento
artisans; duomd @  1iMh-century mosaehe  medadlion
acvertising the port

Chutside, an At Mouvenu shm bencke to the hotel's
winiter garden perched apon the cliffs, 50 el above
the shore. Here, guests can stroll, encirelied by & stonoe
halusirade lied with mardde classic buste. This is fee
plece to enjoy Somento's most magical eatune, the
vy aeross e bay io ethereal Mount Vesosius, wiileh

arologists say 18 due anolber sption

Unmissable classical sites
The Cimumyeswdana Ireen beging in
Socmnio and fravels around the bay
stopping 8 Pormpdi, Maples and
Herculansumn. Pompali ta & reviafion, o
wirkiowy on a lpst Boman city in the 1at-
cefiLng AL - it wollkd fake days 10 Bxplore
but it's enougn 1o spend an ahermnoon
wirianng down he sirests inlo private
villae, Pt ilhes and the mankest (ehown
Do, FrEscoes shdmarg daly e ravedl the
gy weth which nich Fomens surounded
tnmsches, Herculanewm, 3 smaier sife. s
Cestter prasersed — some of thewoodan
hrriiLee i Sl gacs, e owel 0g Sormie
Exzrenurirul geomemcal Roman mossics. A car
prariy sth of Somento s he forgotien
city of Peesium. cnoe thi gmal city of
Posadon it was rediscoyeed in jhe 1885
cartliry il dlanga fomst, and todey the
thres rragee Froruments, the Temples of
Hers and Meptuns and tha Basiica, ook
rrasch as they would have cone 2,000 yaars
Ao, |I's Brostiaking, but ghostly.




